SIDCA
Southern Iowa Development & Conservation Authority
Our Mission:
To develop, coordinate and implement
projects related to the
unique natural resources,
rural development and
infrastructure problems of southern Iowa.

SIDCA was authorized by the Iowa Legislature in 1999
for the installation of on-road and off-road structures
and related projects that provide both transportation
infrastructure and water resource benefits. The Iowa
Legislature appropriated $300,000 to SIDCA from FY
2004 – 2010, and $250,000 in FY 2002 and 2011,
totaling of $2.6 million.
Since 2002, over 90 structures were constructed in
southern Iowa to provide watershed protection and
reduce runoff. Over $2.85 million has been leveraged in
local and federal funds against the $2.31 million of
SIDCA’s state appropriated funds.

SIDCA Funds: Making Changes that Make Sense
 SIDCA funds replace a
deteriorated wood box
culvert and improve
traffic safety by
providing safer slopes
for a greater recovery
area for traffic.

Monroe County: This project repaired structures built in the late
1970’s. Project partners include SIDCA, Monroe County Supervisors,
Monroe Soil & Water Conservation District, Natural Resources
Conservation Service and the landowner. This project provides water
quality benefits to Lake Miami and also provide downstream county
road stabilization.

Benefits of On-Road Structures vs. Bridges
 Reduces infrastructure costs for Counties
 Reduces agricultural chemicals flowing into
water resources (especially important for
southern Iowa lakes used for drinking water)
 Improves rural fire suppression through the
installation of dry fire hydrants
 Recreational and scenic benefits to southern
Iowa
 Removes weight limits and width restrictions
of bridges for wide loads

Davis
bridge

County:

Before,

deteriorating

 SIDCA funding
removed road limit
restrictions by
replacing an aging
bridge with an on-road
structure.

 Flood control benefits to county roads and
bridges downstream
 Captures up to 95% of eroded soil carried in
runoff
 Stabilizes eroding stream banks and
controls gullies

Davis County: After, bridge is replaced
with box culvert. Total project cost was
$70,326. SIDCA’s contribution was $25,000.

 Provides facilities for livestock watering
 Added fisheries and wildlife benefits

SIDCA Member Counties:
Appanoose, Clarke, Davis, Decatur, Jefferson, Lucas, Monroe, Van Buren, Wapello, and Wayne.
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SIDCA: Serving Counties and Leveraging Dollars
There have been SIDCA projects implemented in all ten counties in the
SIDCA area. From 2002—2013, there has been over $5.16 million
dollars invested in local projects across southern Iowa.

County
Appanoose
Clarke
Davis
Decatur
Jefferson
Lucas
Monroe
Van Buren
Wapello
Wayne
Total

Number of
Projects

Total Project
Costs

SIDCA’s
Portion

% of
NonSIDCA
Dollars
Leveraged

14

$712,757

$279,748

61%

4

$358,567

$130,334

64%

9

973,951

$339,700

65%

7

$141,461

$86,618

39%

8

$455,384

$269,209

41%

12

$984,627

$292,636

70%

5

$182,998

$73,940

60%

10

$344,723

$139,805

59%

12

$445,848

$248,633

44%

11

$563,431

$278,278

51%

92

$5,163,747

$2,138,901

59%

Wayne County: The County saw significant
savings in development and future maintenance when
replacing a large box culvert with an on-road
structure. Additional benefits include wildlife habitat, a
source for livestock water and multi-use recreation.

Wayne County: A newly completed structure (fall
2006) just prior to seeding and mulching. This
structure reduced sediment delivery to the Southfork
of the Chariton River from 799 tons per year to 77
tons per year (90% reduction).

How Funds Are Used
SIDCA funds cost share the installation of
on-road and off-road structures and
related projects that provide both
transportation infrastructure and water
resource benefits in the ten-county
SIDCA area.
Member counties and existing public
programs provide the balance of funds
required for the projects.
Lucas County, Greenville Marsh Structure: This road was closed for more than 10
years when the County could not afford to replace a damaged bridge. The County was able
to leverage SIDCA and partner funds (25%) with Army Corps of Engineer funds (75%) for
this project. The road is now open and enhanced with a newly developed 120-acre wetland.

SIDCA funds help southern Iowa counties replace deteriorating bridges
with culverts—saving counties in construction and maintenance costs.
Typical savings range from $20,000 to $50,000+.

SIDCA funds are not used for
administration costs of the program.
Every allocated state dollar goes
directly into projects.

SIDCA Member Counties:
Appanoose, Clarke, Davis, Decatur, Jefferson, Lucas, Monroe, Van Buren, Wapello, and Wayne.

