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BYWAY ROUTE AND CORRIDOR 
Historic Hills Scenic Byway travels through nine 
towns and three unincorporated communities in 
southeastern Iowa (Map 1). An additional ten towns 
are located within the Byway Corridor. The Corridor 
includes six counties: Appanoose, Monroe, Wapello, 
Davis, Van Buren and Lee. The route is easily 
accessible from U.S. Highways 34, 63 and 218 as 
well as Iowa Highways 1, 2 and 5.   

The Byway is in a sparsely populated part of Iowa 
with total population in the Corridor of 28,664 (U.S. 
Census Bureau 2010). The 19 incorporated 
communities in the Corridor range in population from 
47 to 2,640. Bloomfield is the largest community with 
2,640 residents and Keosauqua’s population is 1,006; 
the other 17 towns each have fewer than 700 residents 
(Table 3).  Route Description 

The 85-mile route designated in 1993, begins at the 
intersection of County Road T61 and U.S. 34. It 
heads south through Blakesburg to the intersection 
with County Road T7J (Bison Trail). The route 
follows southeasterly on this gravel road to the 
intersection of Falcon Boulevard, then south to the 
intersection with County Road J19 where the route 
and T7J turn east. After 1.25 miles, the gravel 
changes to pavement. At the intersection with County 
Road V17, the route heads south into Drakesville on 
Ice Avenue.   

In Drakesville, the route turns east on 180th Street to 
U.S. 63, where it turns south toward Bloomfield. In 
Bloomfield, the route turns east on County Road J40 
to Keosauqua. The Byway continues on County Road 
J40 east through Keosauqua, Bentonsport and 
Bonaparte. In Bonaparte, the route turns south onto 
County Road W40 and merges onto Iowa Highway 2. 
The rest of this segment follows Highway 2 through 
Farmington and ends in Donnellson just west of the 
intersection with U.S. 218.  

In 2006, an additional 20-mile segment was added to 
the Byway. This segment begins in Moravia at the 
intersection of County Road J3T and County Road 
J18. It follows County Road J3T south/southeast 
through Unionville and ends in Drakesville, 
connecting to the original designated Byway route.  

Historic Hills Scenic Byway 
 © 2011 Kenneth G. West Jr., www.ioscapes.com  

Table 3. Population of Byway Corridor Communities 
(U.S. Census Bureau 2010) 

Community County Population 

Moravia Appanoose 665 

Rathbun Appanoose 89 

Udell Appanoose 47 

Unionville Appanoose 102 

Bloomfield Davis 2640 

Drakesville Davis 184 

Floris Davis 138 

Pulaski Davis 260 

Troy Davis Unincorporated 

Donnellson Lee 912 

Franklin Lee 143 

Bentonsport Van Buren Unincorporated 

Birmingham Van Buren 448 

Bonaparte Van Buren 433 

Cantril Van Buren 222 

Douds-Leando Van Buren Unincorporated 

Farmington Van Buren 664 

Keosauqua Van Buren 1006 

Milton Van Buren 443 

Stockport Van Buren 296 

Blakesburg Wapello 296 

Eldon Wapello 927 



 

H
istoric H

ills S
cenic B

yw
ay C

orridor M
anagem

ent P
lan -  7 

Map 1. Historic Hills Scenic Byway Route and Corridor 
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Corridor Definition 
The corridor of a byway includes the roadway itself, 
right-of-way, viewshed (the area visible from the 
road), and the communities along the road.  A 
corridor can also include roads, communities and 
attractions near the byway that contribute to the 
visitor experience.  

For the purposes of this CMP, the Historic Hills 
Scenic Byway Corridor encompasses an area within 
approximately a 10-mile radius of the route (Map 1).   

The Corridor used in this document is intended to 
recognize the general area of visitor experience and to 
provide a focus for planning. It is not meant to 
exclude any town, organization, attraction or 
individual from participating in CMP planning and 
delivery of experiences to travelers. The Corridor 
boundaries are fluid and may change in the future.  

Route Adjustments 
Byway stakeholders have considered several 
adjustments to the current route (Map 2) and 
submitted one application for change to the Iowa 
DOT. 

In 2014, a request was submitted to the Iowa DOT to 
extend the Byway west of the current starting point in 
Moravia. The extension would add an additional 6.5 
miles to the route. The new starting location would 
begin on County Road J18 at 185th Ave/Resort Ave 
allowing the public to begin their Byway experience 

at the entrance to Honey Creek State Park Resort. The 
extension would continue on County Road J18 to the 
current starting point at the intersection of county 
roads J18 and J3T. Final Iowa DOT action on the 
request is expected by August 2016. 

The Byway Council also discussed eliminating the 
11.5-mile section of gravel.  The proposed alternate 
route keeps travelers on County Road T61 to the 
intersection with County Road J3T and the current 
Byway.  There are several reasons for a possible  
change including: elimination of a segment that 
floods and could endanger travelers, ongoing 
difficulty of maintaining the gravel road to standards 
acceptable to travelers, and the deterrence a rock road 
presents to travelers unwilling to drive on gravel. To 
date, no formal action has been taken. 

An extension of the Byway to Eldon has also been 
proposed. Routes to Eldon and the City of Eldon 
share many of the same characteristics as the rest of 
the Byway - history, natural resources, small town 
feel, agriculture. Connecting to the town would also 
be beneficial to the Byway because of the number of 
travelers who visit American Gothic House in Eldon. 
Various routes are possible and would need to be 
investigated prior to making an application for the 
change. 

The last change considered on the Byway is the 
possibility of an extension on Highway 2 through 
Donnellson to Fort Madison.  Discussion with Lee 
County and the City of Fort Madison continues, 
though no route extension application has been 
submitted. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 Review and apply for route changes with 

Iowa DOT Scenic Byways program. 

Gravel section on County Road J3T 
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Map 2. Proposed Route Adjustments 
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INTRINSIC QUALITIES 
The National Scenic Byways Program defines 
intrinsic qualities as “features that are considered 
representative, unique, irreplaceable, or distinctly 
characteristic of an area.”  

The intrinsic qualities of a byway come from the 
unique combination of the area’s resources that make 
it interesting and appealing to both residents and 
travelers. A resource may be natural, like a forest or 
river; or it could be related to human activity such as 
historic buildings, art, or archaeological sites.  

The six categories of intrinsic qualities outlined by 
the National Scenic Byways program are: 

Historic Hills Scenic Byway’s primary intrinsic 
qualities are historic and recreational. There are also 
important resources in the other four categories.  

This section looks in detail at the six categories. Each 
intrinsic quality is defined and an assessment is given 
for the current condition of related resources on the 
Historic Hills Scenic Byway. Any threats or potential 
threats to current resources are documented. Lastly, 
ideas and resources for the protection and 
enhancement of the intrinsic quality are suggested 
with a list of recommendations.  

An extensive inventory of intrinsic quality resources 
was undertaken for this CMP. Methods included 
meetings with stakeholders, discussions with resource 
managers, historic research, GIS file searches and 
field verification. Some resources have been defined 
as having “local, regional or national” significance. 
These definitions do not correspond to any official 
designation outside of this document.  

Historic bridge on the Des Moines River, Bentonsport Historic District   
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