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SCENIC QUALITY 
The scenic qualities of the Byway draw heavily from 
the natural, historic and cultural resources. The 
forests, hills and Des Moines River provide a 
backdrop for the agricultural lands interspersed with 
small, historic towns.  

With a few exceptions, the views are not dramatic. 
Rather, travelers are treated to continual views of 
southern Iowa’s rolling hills and valleys along with 
glimpses of past and present rural life. 

ASSESSMENT AND CONTEXT 
The resources below are integral to the scenic quality 
of the Byway. Each resource is discussed in detail in 
the historic, natural, and cultural quality sections.   

Forests 
 Abundant forests, especially around 

Keosauqua, Farmington and Unionville 

 Fall foliage & spring-blooming red buds 

Des Moines River 
 Intertwines with the Byway for twenty miles 

 Hilltop vistas that include river views  

 Views of river from bridges (the Byway route 
crosses the river five times) 

Geology 
 Diverse topography  - river valleys, rolling 

hills, flat fields 

 Sweeping views from hilltops 

Small Towns 
 Historic buildings 

 Small towns, most with local, rather than 
franchise, businesses 

 Nostalgic feel 

Agriculture 
 Historic farm buildings 

 Pastoral scenes with grazing livestock 

 Amish horse-drawn vehicles   

Scenic Quality Definition: 
The scenic quality is defined by the contribution of 
byway resources to the overall visual quality of the 
landscape. All elements of the landscape influence 
the scenic quality: landform, water, vegetation, and 
human-built developments.  

This quality is based on the existence of significant 
scenic views from the road and the absence of 
features that detract from the overall image of the 
road. The byway’s features must be representative, 
unique, irreplaceable, or distinctly characteristic of 
the area. A byway can represent an exceptional 
example of a common regional landscape. 

All byways should share three characteristics for 
this intrinsic quality: 

 Scenic features and views should be 
frequent enough to give a sense of 
continuity to the drive along the byway. 

 Scenic features relate to each other, which 
creates  a coherent image of the byway.  

 A variety of viewing opportunities enhance 
the experience of a byway. Variety can also 
be a function of seasonal changes. 

 

Red bud, Bentonsport Historic District 
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Seasonal Scenery 
The natural scenery on the Byway changes 
throughout the seasons. The most dramatic change is 
the fall foliage in the Byway’s forests making fall one 
of the most popular times to visit the Byway.  

During the other three seasons, the changes are more 
subtle or perhaps, more similar to other parts of the 
state. Spring on the Byway offers a brief burst of 
color when the abundant roadside redbuds are in 
bloom. Summer brings the blanket of green that 
covers nearly all of Iowa. Without leaves on the trees 
in winter, the views are more expansive.  

PROTECTION AND 
ENHANCEMENT  
Protection and enhancement of the resources that 
contribute to the scenic qualities are covered in the 
historic, natural and cultural sections.  

Threats 
Currently there are no traffic pull-offs where travelers 
can safely stop to view exceptional scenic vistas.  

Solutions 
To assist in determining suitable locations for scenic  
traffic pull-offs, a viewshed analysis of the Byway 
was completed. The Byway Coordinator, with 

assistance from the Council, identified potential 
scenic viewpoints. Northeast Iowa RC&D analyzed 
the proposed sites using LIDAR (Light Detection and 
Ranging) data to determine:  

 Breadth of view (i.e. Degree of visibility on a 
360° scale) 

 Extent of view (how far you can see) 

 Significant natural, historic or cultural 
features  

Figures 7 and 8 show results from the two sites 
analyzed in the study.  The site near Moravia provides 
a view of  the Sundown Lake area. The second 
location is west of Keosauqua on County Road J40 
with views of the Des Moines River valley. The two 
pull-offs would also provide sites for interpretation. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 Review the proposed viewshed locations and 

determine the feasibility of adding pull-offs 
and other amenities.  

Scenic view, County Road J40 west of Keosauqua  
© 2011 Kenneth G. West Jr., www.ioscapes.com  
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Figure 7. Analysis of potential scenic viewpoint near Sundown Lake. The top map shows the location of the site on the 
Byway. The areas in pink on the bottom map are parts of the landscape visible from the site.  
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Figure 8. Analysis of potential scenic viewpoint near the Pittsburg bridge on County Road J40 west of Keosauqua. The 
top map shows the location of the site on the Byway. The areas in pink on the bottom map are parts of the landscape 
visible from the site.  


